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Children: A Gift, A Trust, and A Test
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Zumratal mukminin rahimakumullah,

Let us increase our tagwa towards Allah s.w.t. by fulfilling all of
His commands and avoiding all of His prohibitions. Let us fulfil
our responsibility towards our children and families in the best
possible way. May Allah gather us all in His Paradise. Amin, ya
Rabbal ‘Alamin.

Dear brothers,

Have we ever been asked by a young child — Why do we perform
the five daily prayers? Why not just once? Or, if others wrong us,

why should we not repay them in the same way?



Behind these innocent questions that spring from the pure soul
of a child lies the evident need and central role of guiding them
with faith, good character, and responsibility. This is the
challenge of raising children — a heavy trust that requires

knowledge and wisdom.

Indeed, Allah s.w.t. has reminded us that children are a test. He

says in Surah At-Taghabun, verse 15:
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Which means: “Indeed, your wealth and your children are but a

trial; and with Allah lies a great reward.”
Beloved congregation,

Children are indeed blessings, and at the same time, a test upon
both parents. Through children, one is tested as to how steadfast

he remains in obeying Allah.

However, obedience to Allah does not mean neglecting our
responsibilities towards our children. Rather, by placing Allah at
the centre of our lives and our relationships with one another, we
are inspired to give our very best in educating and shaping the

character of our children.

Al-Imam Ibn Qayyim, in his book Tuhfatul Maudud, explained
that there are parents who are unjust to their children — by

allowing them to follow their own desires, without discipline, and



without religious guidance — thinking that such is true love. In
reality, this can be a form of neglect that ruins the future of the

child, both in this world and the Hereatfter.
Blessed congregation,

Upon realising that children are among the greatest trusts and
blessings of Allah s.w.t., what aspects should we prioritise in

nurturing them? The sermon wishes to share three main pillars:
Firstly: Religious Education

This is the foundation that forms the identity of a child. Parents
play the role of guiding their children and explaining their
guestions — for example, about creation: Who is our Creator? For
what purpose were we created? What awaits us after death?

Truly, good explanations can shape their outlook on life.

Invite them to know the noble figure of Prophet Muhammad
s.a.w. Guide them to distinguish between what is right and what
is wrong. Instil in them the practice of prayer, supplication,
fasting, and so on. Do not merely remind or advise them, but
embody these examples with our own actions and create an
Islamic atmosphere in our homes. For example, starting each

activity by saying “Bismillah”.

When their lives are infused with the spirit and practice of religion
from a young age, it will shape the character of a true Muslim,

and become the best provision for them to face the trials of life.



Secondly: Development of Ethics and Good Character

Noble character must be nurtured from young. Teach children
values such as honesty, humility, and patience. Educate them to
regulate their anger, prioritise good manners, and practise

forgiveness.

Today, our children are faced with various pressures which may
stem from peer pressure, competitiveness in education, and also
the influence of social media. Here lies the importance of
developing noble character. It will serve as a compass to better
manage themselves and overcome pressures in whatever

situation they may face.
Thirdly: Social Responsibility and Etiquette

Instil in them the virtue of respecting one another, beginning with
family members, neighbours, teachers, and friends. Teach them
not to belittle or insult others. Encourage them to share their
advantages — so that they will always wish good for others just

as they wish it for themselves.

Cultivate an awareness of the difficulties faced by others,
through efforts such as communal work or community service.
This way, we can develop a sense of empathy, thereby shaping

a future generation that upholds ihsan — excellence, and justice.

Beloved congregants,



As a conclusion, remember that children are both a blessing and
a trust from Allah. A child can be a source of happiness in this
world, and, insya-Allah, a means of easing our journey towards
Paradise. Therefore, let us look upon them with mercy and
compassion, and provide them with an upbringing grounded in
noble character and rooted in faith. May Allah, the Exalted,
continue to grant us guidance in nurturing the next generation of

Muslims. Amin, ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
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Second Sermon
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